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The Honorable Jeff Herholdt, Director
West Virginia Division of Energy
Capitol Complex, Building 6, Room 553
1900 Kanawha Boulevard E.

Charleston, WV 25305-0311

Re: Provisions of the Proposed
State Energy Plan on
Industrial Wind-Energy
Development

Dear Mr. Herholdt:

I am submitting the following comments on the
provisions of the proposed state energy plan that address
the construction of industrial wind-energy projects in West
Virginia.

The proposed plan sets out a number of important
proposals, but my comments focus on these provisions
because like many other West Virginians, I have long been
concerned about the construction of industrial wind-energy
projects in our state. In addition, it appears that thus
far these provisions have received relatively little public
attention.

As detailed below, these provisions are badly flawed,
in that they entirely disregard the serious environmental
concerns that are raised by industrial wind-energy
development in the mid-Atlantic region. Those concerns
have been articulated by, among others, an expert study
committee of the National Academy of Sciences, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Government
Accountability Office, as well as numerous citizens of this
state in proceedings before the West Virginia Public
Service Commission.

With regard to industrial wind-energy development, we
need to adopt a thoughtful, comprehensive, and common-sense

































